
ASPIRE Mentor 

My name is Abby Schmidt 

and I am a collegiate volley-

ball player at Pacific Universi-

ty! I'm originally from South-

ern California and I'm study-

ing Education and Learning in 

hopes of becoming an ele-

mentary school teacher. I am 

looking forward to being an 

ASPIRE mentor because I 

know how stressful and scary 

the college process can feel/

be. It's my hope that through 

this program, I can help re-

lieve some of that stress and 

fear!  
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A 
SPIRE 

matches 

trained 

and sup-

portive adult volun-

teers with high school 

students to help de-

velop post-high 

school educational 

and career plans. 

Whether they want 

to be a painter or a 

doctor, a cosmetolo-

gist or a lawyer, a 

truck driver or a web 

designer, students will 

need more schooling 

or training to success-

fully reach their ca-

reer goals. ASPIRE is 

here to help students 

get to where they 

want to go. 

The program is open 

to all, and beneficial 

to everyone pursuing 

education and training 

beyond high school. 

Students can get one-

on-one help with 

school choices and 

applications, remind-

ers about meeting 

deadlines, directions 

to financial aid re-

sources, and assis-

tance finding and ap-

plying for scholar-

ships.  ASPIRE pro-

vides students with 

someone “in their 

corner” who is com-

mitted to helping 

them pursue the next 

steps in their academ-

ic careers. From an 

ASPIRE mentor: 

“Every student has 

particular needs in 

finding the path to the 

future; some have no 

one in their family 

who knows how to 

navigate that maze. 

An ASPIRE mentor 

can be that guide!” 

     -Steve Harloff  

ASPIRE is looking for 

anyone to volunteer 

as a mentor. Many 

volunteers are par-

ents/guardians of 

students at an ASPIRE 

site, or members of 

the broader commu-

nity.  Some were first 

in their families to 

attend college; others 

are retired educators. 

From an ASPIRE men-

tor: “For many stu-

dents, planning for 

after high school is a 

task filled with ques-

tions and concerns. 

Choose to be the 

difference for stu-

dents in our commu-

nity by volunteering 

with the ASPIRE pro-

gram”.  

    -Briana VanRoekel 

Volunteers do not 

have to have attended 

college themselves to 

be effective ASPIRE 

mentors. Volunteers 

are screened and 

trained before work-

ing directly with stu-

dents. All we ask of 

ASPIRE volunteers is 

that they are passion-

ate and eager to help 

students reach their 

goals.  

Stay Current and Follow Us! 

FGHS ASPIRE Website: https://sites.google.com/fgsd.k12.or.us/aspire Facebook— facebook.com/aspireoregon  

Twitter— twitter.com/aspireoregon Youtube— youtube.com/aspireoregon ASPIRE Website— oregonstudentaid.gov/aspire 

Volunteer Highlight  

ASPIRE Coordinator  

Rebecca Kelsay is the AS-

PIRE Coordinator for Forest 

Grove High School! Please 

feel free to reach out to her 

to ask questions about the 

Program or to join ASPIRE! 


