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A spoonful of  civic engagement  

School Visits 
By: Maria Gonzalez-Cress, AmeriCorps Education Specialist 

 Throughout the year, we welcome elementary 
through early high school age students to Pacific for a fun 
day of campus tours, presentations, and a taste of what a 
small, liberal arts university is like and how it can be a 
real option for all students. By the end of the 2015/2016 

school year, over 800 youth will have been served. If 
you want to get involved, contact Maria at 
mariagc@pacificu.edu. 

Upcoming Visit Dates:  
April 11, 12, 14, 15, 18, 26 
May 10  

 Engage 
Community Collaboration Celebration 

By: Alex Chamber, ‘18 

Give & Go 
By: Tyler Gilmore, ‘16 & Meg Chapman ‘17 

Food Insecurity at Pacific 
By: Liz Stevens, ‘16 

 Due to my own personal experience with food insecurity, a lack 
of regular access to food, or stress about the ability to access food, 
and a growing awareness of the similar struggles of other students 
at Pacific, I began a project to help change this. The project started 
with a friend and I doing a survey for a civic engagement class, 
proving that food security a serious problem at Pacific, with over half 
our respondents saying they’d experienced it here. We began 
looking into potential solutions, originally focusing on trying to start 
a student-run food bank on campus. Starting a student-run food 
bank works, but due to logistics of space and funding, it's going to 
take a while and I wanted to start making a difference as soon as 

possible. I knew other schools had programs similar to the meal 
donation program, and that it would be a simple way to help 
hungry students. I worked with Student Life and Aramark to run a 

pilot program, resulting in 130 meals donated to students without 
meal plans who signed up for the program. The program will 
continue and hopefully expand, running for a week during the 
beginning of each semester when students can sign up to either 
donate or receive meals using their Boxer cards. 

 Please join Pacific University’s Center for Civic 
Engagement (CCE) as we appreciate the partnerships 
between students, faculty, staff, and community members, 
and recognize accomplishments during the 2015-2016 

academic year.  On Tuesday, April 26th, 4:00-6:00PM 
the CCE is hosting its annual Community Collaboration 
Celebration.  The program will feature a recognition 
component so that we can acknowledge and celebrate the 
work of our partners, students, staff, and faculty in civic 
engagement. We would also like to invite you to nominate 
folks for the various awards! Contact the CCE at 
cce@pacificu.edu for nomination links. 

 Give & Go is an end of the year event for students to donate the 
things they might otherwise throw away, or not know what to do 
with. Just drop by anything from clothes, books, unopened food, 
school supplies, kitchen appliances, and more to one of the Pods 

located in K Lot (between Vanders and Gilbert) and G Lot (between 
Walter and Mac) and we will take care of the rest, making sure that 
it goes to deserving local organizations. 

May 13-17:  
 12pm-5pm;  
 
May 18: 
  9am-1pm 
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Homelessness in Forest Grove 
By Celeste Goulding, AmeriCorps Education Specialist  

 On Saturday March 5th, the 
Symposium about Homelessness in 
Forest Grove showed an impressive 
turn out of more than 40 individuals 
from Pacific and Forest Grove 
communities. Spearheaded by 
current senior Liz Stevens with 
support from CCE AmeriCorps 
member Celeste Goulding, this event 
was aimed at sharing knowledge and 

making connections to others 
interested in addressing root causes 
of homelessness in the Forest Grove 
community. The afternoon featured 
a panel of professionals (including 
Pacific Social Work faculty Don 
Schweitzer and local homelessness 
advocate Russ Dondero) and 
breakout sessions (hosted by two 
Pacific students, McKenzie Brock, ’16 
and Isabella Barcellona, ‘16). Those 
who came back together at the end 
of the afternoon agreed that they 
learned a lot about the housing crisis 
and possible solutions and were 
happy to see this conversation 

happening.  
 There has been a drastic 
increase in the numbers of 
individuals and families experiencing 
homelessness since the economic 
recession. Washington County and 
Forest Grove have relatively limited 
resources and services, and those 
that do exist in the area are over 
capacity despite having very 
dedicated staff and a good 
reputation. 
 There are feasible approaches 
to homelessness in Forest Grove if 
community members and 
organizations collaborate to make it 

possible. On Thursday, May 5th 
2016, there will be presentations 
from students currently working on 
housing security or homelessness 

related projects from 5:00-6:30PM 
in Taylor Auditorium, Marsh 216. If 
you are interested in participating or 
in finding out more information 
please contact Celeste Goulding at 
celeste@pacificu.edu.   

 Impact 
Hands on Hawaii 

By: Kelsi Gammon, ‘16 

 Over Spring Break 2016, Center for Civic 
Engagement Assistant Director Bevin McCarthy, 
along with CCE employees Jason Nguyen, ’18 and 
Kelsi Gammon, ’16, led a group of nine Pacific 
students on the pilot run of an Alternative Spring 
Break (ASB) course they have named Hands on 
Hawaii (PSJ 212). In the week that they spent on 
Oahu, students used a hostel in Waikiki as their 
home base, but their civic-minded projects took 
them all across the island, from the Hawaii 
Institute for Marine Biology in Kaneohe Bay to the 

historically significant Pali Lookout on the other 
side of the island. Days were spent getting muddy 
in the lo’i (taro patches) at a sustainable farm on 

the Windward side of the island, planting native 
grasses and removing invasive species, and 
scrambling up rocky mountain ridges of the 
Manana trail. In the afternoons and evenings, 
participants were free to explore the island at 
their leisure—some scaling Diamond Head with 
others preferring to enjoy the warm Pacific 
waters. Students sampled island cuisine, and were 
treated to a lu’au dinner at the family home of 
participant Keola Tamanaha, ‘18, a Honolulu local. 
 It is the hope of the CCE and the participants 
of this trip that Hands on Hawaii will work to build 

upon the strong relationship that Pacific has 
already created with students and families from 
the Hawaiian Islands, and to introduce students 
from the mainland to the place that nearly one 
quarter of our student body calls home. If you are 
interested in learning more about the Hands on 
Hawaii ASB, please contact the Center for Civic 
Engagement at cce@pacificu.edu, or visit our 
office in Scott Hall 110.   

 Learn 
CE and Higher Income 

By: Maria Gonzalez-Cress, AmeriCorps Education Specialist 

 According to a recent study done by the University of Georgia, students 

who participated in a service-learning class during college, had an increase 
in income of $4,600 in their first full-time position, compared to those who 
did not. It was expected that since past literature has shown students who 
take these classes may decide to pursue service oriented careers rather than 
higher paying jobs, that they would receive a lower income. Although the 
study did not specifically look at why this may be, the author has some 
ideas. He cites that employers seek new hires who have strong collaboration 
skills, a strong ability to work in a team environment, and most of all, real 
world experiences.  
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