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A spoonful of civic engagement  

Holiday Bike Drive | Tyler Gilmore, ‘16 

 A group of CCE Model Citizens along 
with an Outdoor Pursuits staff member 
and staff from International Studies went 
to the Community Cycling Center's annual 
Holiday Bike Drive at Legacy Emmanuel 
Hospital in Portland on Sunday, December 
6. At the event, they were stationed at 
various places, helping kids get sized for 
helmets, pick their new bicycle and teach 
them how to ride it. To watch a video of 
the event, follow this link: http://
katu.com/news/local/more-than-300-
bicycles-given-away-in-annual-holiday-
bike-drive  

School Visits 
By: Maria Gonzalez-Cress,  

AmeriCorps Education Specialist 

 In Fall 2015, each CCE Model Citizens planned a G.I.V.E. (Get Involved Via 
Engagement) project. Pacific students participated in these projects, ranging 
from giving back to the environment, working with youth and elderly, and 
providing a place to donate clothes and non-perishables, which were given to 
charities. There will be more opportunities to participate in G.I.V.E. projects 
during spring 2016, so keep an eye out for notices. 

Thanksgiving | Mia Prohaska, ‘16 
 Pacific international students from 
Saudi Arabia came to my house for an 
amazing Thanksgiving feast. It was a 
wonderful sharing of culture and it was 
many of the Saudi students’ first 
Thanksgiving in America. It was a blast to 
spend Thanksgiving with these amazing 
students and a wonderful exchange of 
culture and memories . 

Give & Go for the Holidays |  
Meg Chapman, ‘17 

 The second annual Give & Go for the 
Holidays was a huge success. This year 
the donation collection event focused on 
obtaining clothes and food for New 
Avenues for Youth and St. Vincent DePaul 
Food Bank. We donated over 100 shirts, 
47 sweaters and jackets, 16 pairs of 
pants, 5 knit hats and a variety of other 
clothing items. The food bank estimated 
that 25 meals could be prepared from 
our food donations. This is an 
improvement from last year and we look 
forward to continue this increase in 
donations next year! The next Give & Go 
event will be held during finals of spring 
term, so if you find clothes, shoes, non 
perishable food, or small houseware 
items, bring them to Give & Go and help 
those in need! 

SOLVE Beach Clean Up |  
Alex Chambers, ‘18 
 

 Last September, about twenty 
Pacific students and faculty volunteered 
on the SOLVE Cannon Beach Cleanup. As 
a result of their efforts and other 
volunteers that day, there was nearly 
55,000 pounds of litter, marine debris, 
and recyclables removed.  

 Throughout the year, we welcome 
elementary through early high school 
age students to Pacific for a fun day of 
campus tours, presentations, and a 
real taste of what a small, liberal arts 
university is like and how it can be a 
real option for all students. If you want 
to get involved, contact Maria at 
mariagc@pacificu.edu. 

2016 Dates:  
February 19, 23, 26; March 3 
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Social Justice Retreat 

By: Seanna Yoshioka, ‘18 

 The packing list for Pacific 
University’s second annual Social Justice 
retreat included two items: A sleeping 
bag and an open mind. I left campus on 
Friday with no friends on the bus, but 
after two days of collaborative 
workshops, hands on activities, thought 
provoking discussion, and a whole lot of 
laughs, we returned to campus as a 
community. A strong sense of belonging 
is difficult to find on a college campus 
and I’m proud to say that this retreat has 
made me feel welcome in a group of 
people who are passionate about social 
justice and making our campus a more 
diverse, inclusive, and accepting place. 

AmeriCorps Event 
By: Celeste Goulding, AmeriCorps Education Specialist 

 Join us on Thursday, February 
25th beginning at 6PM in Scott 217 to 
hear from a panel of Pacific Alumni 
who have completed a year of 
AmeriCorps service or are currently 
serving somewhere as an AmeriCorps 
member. You will have the 
opportunity to hear their stories, ask 
questions, and practice your 
networking skills. AmeriCorps 
engages more than 75,000 Americans 
in intensive service each year at 
nonprofits, schools, public agencies, 
and community and faith-based 
groups across the country. Since the 

Debunking Myths: The reality of Native Americans 
By Katy Snyder, ’18  

 “People don’t think of Native 
Americans and think of a man or 
woman in a suit,” said Darlene Pagán, 
an English professor. Pagán teaches 
Native American Literature with a civic 
engagement component, where, 
through discussions, readings, and 
venturing into the community, the 
students tackle stereotypes of Native 
Americans as part of their study of 
Native American literature and culture. 
She believes the best way to debunk 
myths is by meeting local Native 
Americans. Pagán says, “Tribal people 
are among us even if they are not 
outwardly visible,” so meeting with 

program’s founding in 1994, more 
than 900,000 AmeriCorps members 
have contributed more than 1.2 
billion hours in service across America 
while tackling pressing problems and 
mobilizing millions of volunteers for 
the organizations they serve. 
AmeriCorps members receive living 
stipends as well as an education 
award at the end of service that can 
be used to either attend an institute 
of higher education or to pay off 
federal loans accrued while getting 
your education. 

them helps the students look at the 
community in which they live through 
a different lens. The students 
partnered with the Native American 
Youth Association (NAYA) of Portland, 
spending time working alongside local 
Native Americans, donating clothes, 
food, and other various necessities, 
and volunteering at events. A few 
students spent their civic engagement 
project gardening at NAYA. One 
student said she learned a lot about 
traditional herbs and medicine. A 
plant may look like a weed in the eyes 
of one, but is a plant for medicinal 
purposes in the eyes of someone else. 

To understand much of 
contemporary Native 
American literature, 
exposure to and 
understanding of the culture 
is necessary. Pagán says she 
sees the partnership with 
NAYA as an ongoing 
connection. NAYA is easily 
accessible and allows for 
more exposure for the 
students to diverse 
communities and cultural 
events to better understand 
and debunk the myths about 
the Native Americans. 

Pagán’s class with some of the clothing items they 
donated to NAYA. 

 On MLK Day in January twelve people 
from Pacific took a trip into Portland to 
help pick up trash along the 
streets.  Many people honked to say 
thank you for the work that we were 
doing.  Although it is an unwanted task it 
is important because it improves and 
builds community, making it feel more 
welcoming.   

“Life’s most persistent and 
urgent question, ‘What are you 

doing for others?’” 
 

- Martin Luther King Jr. 

MLK Day 2016 
By: Jared Kawatani, ‘17 


