
GROE Internship Position Description 

1. POSITION SUMMARY 
 

GROE stands for Gardens, Relationships, Organization, and Education, and this 
paid internship is designed to provide students with experience in local food 
production, garden management, and sustainability, while at the same time 
serving the community by addressing hunger. GROE interns work under the 
supervision of gardeners at Life & Sol, Cedar Street, and Maple Street Gardens, 
with the goal of helping these partners build their organizational capacity and 
levels of sustainability. Students will also spend time each week either harvesting 
and donating food or distributing food to people in need. This position is 
sponsored by the Center for Civic Engagement (CCE), College of Arts & 
Sciences, and CASSS.   

 
2. SCOPE 

 12 weeks of work between May 21 and August 25 with negotiable start 
and end dates and time off 

 12-15 hours per week (depending on funding) 
o 8-12 hours per week (average) distributed in approximately equal 

proportions at each of three gardens: Life & Sol, Cedar Street, and 
Maple Street Gardens 

o 1-2 hours per week (average) harvesting, donating, and/or 
distributing food to people in need    

o 1-2 hours per week (average) engaged in professional 
development activities such as a garden workshop, farm tour, 
research, or other educational activities  

 $8.80/hour (approximately $1267 - $1584 for the summer, contingent on 
funding)  

 
3. RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

 Maintain gardens, including planting, weeding, watering, thinning, and 
spreading bark dust 

 Harvest produce ready for consumption, deliver to organizations that 
distribute food, and/or participate in food distribution 

 Maintain and improve garden infrastructure, such as creating pathways, 
building raised beds, designing gathering spaces, and so on as necessary 
and determined with garden supervisor 

 Assist in record-keeping or other management needs of the garden 
organizations 

 Provide suggestions and input to assist each garden in building 
organizational capacity and sustainable practices, including strategies for 
further involving Pacific students in garden operations through civic 
engagement 



 Keep a journal with a log of hours worked at each garden site along with a 
short general description of tasks performed, insights gained, techniques 
learned and other reflections 

 Share the internship experience with the campus community in the fall in a 
format to be determined with CCE staff  

 
4. QUALIFICATIONS 

 Current undergraduate student at Pacific University  

 Must be able to lift 50 pounds and do physical labor at least three hours 
per day 

 Gardening experience  

 Commitment to sustainable gardening practices 

 Commitment to hunger alleviation 
 
 

 
 


